News from Queens Memory Project. View this email in your browser

Q QUEENS PUBLIC LIBRARY

QUEENS

NEWS FROM QUEENS MEMORY PROJECT

Join Us This Saturday for the
Climate Arts Festival!

Spring is in full bloom, and Queens Memory is excited to participate once
again in the Climate Arts Festival at the Queens Botanical Garden in
Flushing! As Earth Month draws to a close, join fellow Queens residents for
an empowering day to reflect on the international climate crisis and learn how
to take care of nature every day of the year. Together, we will explore ways to
help our planet thrive. Bring the whole family for fun, hands-on activities,
music, performances, tours, demonstrations and more. Meet groups and
organizations working on environmental issues, and support local businesses
at the vendors' fair!

Highlights of the day include tours of the Garden's farm and compost
demonstration, storytime with Queens Memory, community arts and crafts
making, and a chance to meet the Garden's bee keepers. Activities take
place from 11 am to 4 pm, and all are included in the Garden admission fee:
$6 for adults; $4 for seniors (62+) and students (with ID); $2 for children ages
4 to 12; and free for children 3 and under. Garden members also enter free.
Reserve your tickets here.

Attendees visit the Queens Memory/Queens Public Library booth at last year's
Climate Arts Festival.

Flushing Panel Celebrates Chinese American
Activist/Photographer Corky Lee

On May 1, Queens Memory Curator J. Faye Yuan will be the moderator for a
panel discussion of the book Corky Lee's Asian America, to kick off Asian
American Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander Heritage month at Flushing
Library. The panel will feature book co-editor Chee Wang Ng and activist
Virgo Lee. Welcome remarks will be delivered by New York State Assembly
Member Ron Kim and New York City Commissioner on Human Rights Rocky
Chin.
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Young Corky Lee (1947— 2021) was a Chinese American activist, community
organizer, photographer, journalist, and the self-proclaimed "unofficial Asian
American Photographer Laureate." His work chronicled the diversity of Asian
American culture. Lee was born in Queens and attended Jamaica High
School as well as Queens College; he died of COVID-19 on January 27,
2021, at the age of 73.

The panel is being funded by a Starr Grant and is co-sponsored by the
Queens Public Library AANHPI Heritage Month Committee; the Estate of
Corky Lee; CPC Nan Shan Older Adult Center; Lewis Latimer House;
Assembly Member Ron Kim; NYC Commission on Human Rights; the
Chinese American Planning Council; Social Practice CUNY; Rise Now Inc.;
and the Forest Hills Asian Association.

The discussion will be held in-person from 5:30 to 7 pm at the Flushing
Library. Attendees may also join on Zoom at https:/queenslib.org/37cd.

Photo Exhibit Celebrates Langston
Hughes Library

A dance ensemble performance at the Langston Hughes Community Library,
1976.

"Performance & Celebration: Langston Hughes Community Library and
Cultural Center, 1976-2010" presents highlights from more than 1,000
recently discovered photographs in the library's collection. These images
showcase music and dance performances held in the library's original
storefront, its current building, and throughout the Corona-East Elmhurst
community. Spanning decades, the photographs capture the neighborhood's
vibrancy and the crucial role of performing arts gatherings in the community.

This exhibition is curated by Maria Byrne and Nande Walters, the 2024-25
Citi Center for Culture + Queens Public Library Fellows and MLS candidates
at Queens College’s Graduate School of Library and Information Studies.

The photo exhibition runs from this weekend through June in the second floor
gallery at Queens Library’s Langston Hughes Community Library and
Cultural Center.
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A community screeniry to commemorate the

5th anniversary of the pandemic lockdown.

On March 19, 2025, the Queens World Film Festival, Queens Memory,
MetroPlus Health, the Queens Economic Development Corporation
and The Local LIC created a space for films, memories and
conversations relating to the 5th anniversary of the COVID-19
pandemic. See highlights of the evening in this short video wrap-up!

Tell Your Story at Astoria
Narrative Writing Workshop

On May 3, Queens Memory will team up with the producers of the No,
YOU Tell It! storytelling series and podcast to offer an opportunity for
you to share the story of your place in Queens. Participants will use
writing prompts to interact with Queens Name Explorer, learning the
historical significance behind the people's names that grace our
streets, parks, monuments and more. They will then explore their place
in Queens by picking a point on the map and trading tales of their
experiences on that spot to enrich local history with our unique stories.
Plus, there will be a special presentation from the Greater Astoria
Historical Society. The workshop will be held from 2 to 4 pm at the
Queens Library Broadway branch; register here.

View west from Hallett's Point south of Astoria Boulevard, Roosevelt
Island lighthouse center; photo by Joseph Sandor, 1945

April Oral History Interview
Features Queens College Alumna

FEATURED
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Our featured oral history this month spotlights Barbara Schadlow, who grew
up in Flushing’s Pomonok housing and attended Queens College from 1965
through 1969.

In this interview, she reflects on her time at the school as an education major
and especially as a member of the Doll House house plan. Being a part of
Doll House was tremendously influential, as it gave her a much fuller
experience of campus life and resulted in numerous lifelong relationships.

Schadlow later returned to Queens College for her master’s in elementary
education. After teaching for several years, she has spent most of her career
in teacher education and online learning consulting.

This interview was conducted by Rebecca Rushfield; listen to the full
interview here.

Other Upcoming Events

May 8 — At our oral history interviewing workshop, you will learn how you can
contribute to Queens Memory by helping us record interviews with fellow
Queens residents. Together we will review tips for oral history interviews,
from initial outreach to recording to transcription. Register here. We will follow
up with a confirmation and event link. This program is not recorded. (12 - 1
pm EDT)

May 15 — Join us online for Learn More About the Queens Memory Project,
an opportunity to hear about the work we do with volunteers and community
partners across the borough. The Queens Memory team will provide an
overview of our programs and cover the many ways you can help as a
volunteer and contribute to the Queens Public Library’s archival collections.
Hear about opportunities to record interviews with Queens residents,
contribute photos and other materials, assist with transcription and audio
editing, and help with our outreach and programming. Register here. We will
follow up with a confirmation and event link. This program is not recorded.
(12-1 pm EDT)

May 17 — Come to Central Library to celebrate Haitian Flag Day with us!
From 11 am to 3 pm, we will host a special Queens Memory Pop-Up
scanning session honoring Haitian heritage. Bring in a photo or other
memento you would like to have digitized for free, and our team will scan
your items and share the files on a complimentary flash drive. At 12 noon,
artist Rejin Leys will lead a family-friendly activity about Haitian history and
the creation of the flag in 1803. We'll learn to make a booklet by folding one
sheet of paper and then adding pictures, text and more. Supplies will be
provided. Both events are free and no registration is required.

Queens Memory in the Professional Community

QM staff are frequently invited to discuss our innovative programs with our
colleagues in the library and archives communities. On March 25, several
members of our Name Explorer team -- Meral Agish, Mary Bakija, David
Engelman and Jessica Sucher -- led a workshop titled "The People Behind
Named Places: Getting Creative with Civic Data" as part of New York City
Open Data Week. The team also gave an abbreviated version of the
presentation on April 1 for the NEASIS&T Annual Conference. Next month,
CUNY Archivist (and former Queens Memory Director) Natalie Milbrodt and
Queens Memory Curator J. Faye Yuan will present "Promoting Your
Collections and Program," as part of the Internet Archive's Community Webs
series. The talk, which discusses using curation, scholarship and outreach to
promote community organizations' collections and programs, will take place
on May 16 from 12 to 1:30 pm via Zoom; register here.
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