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What is Queens Memory?

QUEEMS MEMORY

. IS a
community digital archiving
program, jointly administered
by Queens Public Library and
Queens College, CUNY

Queens Memory collects personal histories, photographs and other records of contemporary life in

Qs Ba etk e Launched in 2010, the project
| has recorded more than

oral history interviews and
hosted live events with
Queens residents from
countries of origin, living in
neighborhoods.




LET'S UNCOVER LOCAL RISTORY
TOGETHER.

A PLATFORM FOR CITIES. MUSEUMS. LIBRARIES.
AND URBAN EXPLORERS.

Urban Archive is a technology nonprofit
that promotes historical research and
discovery.

Promote access to collections by creating a centralized resource for
educators, academics, and amateurs alike.

Encourage the study of local history by situating historical
photography in context.

Facilitate interaction with historical collections via engaging mobile
features.

Extend the reach of cultural institutions by introducing young and
diverse audiences to historical content.

Extend collections beyond museum walls, encouraging engagement
with the city itself.


https://www.urbanarchive.nyc/

The Queens Name Explorer
launched to the public on October 13,
2022

Project Mission:

To create a repository of biographical
details and personal tributes to the
people whose names grace our public
places


http://www.queenslib.org/exlpore
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Entries pinned to interactive map site
maintained by Urban Archive

lcons for what type of named places they
are: street, park, school, marker, building,
bridge, or monument



The map can show:
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Data Sources

We started with Gil Tauber's

H ono rary Stre et N ames "A" Honorary Streets: Queens i

Bronx Brooklyn Manhattan GQueens Staten Island

database.

Gil, a retired city planner and
historian from New York City, was
looking for a good home for his data,
which he could no longer maintain.
We uploaded his Excel sheets to
Airtable and used them to create the
first version of the map.



http://www.nycstreets.info/

A data specialist was hired to mine and add information from
open data sets such as Dept. of Education, NYC Parks Dept., etc.

MYE OpenData

PES Progesitss  Seeises




Other sources:

e Alerts are set up for newspaper announcements

e Search NYC City Council legislation for “naming”

 Anyone can add a new entry if it is not on the map, or edit a
current entry if it needs additional information

S Tue New York Crry Co SCIL
Adneme E. Adams, Spenker




Add / Edit
Anyone Can Add to the Name Explorer Map

QUEENS NAME EXPLORER

Add [ Edit

Anyone can add an entry
for a named place that is
not on the map!

Anyone can add
information or an image
for an existing place

on the map.

- Stories or info about the person
- Photos of the person
- Photos or info about the place



Community engagement adding and editing to the QNE:
Latham Park



https://nameexplorer.urbanarchive.org/pr/nameexplorer/c/71544bed-e283-4866-a1ae-501870276b9f

Programming
and Qutreach

Guided neighborhood walks

Map a self-guided walking tour of local
places

Speaker series
Schools and students
Working with volunteers

Host a local history program that uses Name
Explorer

“Edit-a-thon” where participants can
contribute stories & photos to be added to the
map

Stories and entries shared on
social media

»




Class collaboration: CUNY'’s Craig Newmark Graduate School of
Journalism, Spring 2023

(VHIA M NewsService QUEEMNS MEMORY

b )

OUEENS STREET NAME STURIES -

e Students in Prof. Kalli Anderson’s audio journalism class
researched named places in Corona, Jackson Heights and

East EImhurst and interviewed family members and friends of
honorees


https://queensaudio.nycitynewsservice.com/

QUEENS STREET NAME STORIES

STORIES STRIET WAML Fa0 ADDUT CONTACT

v e sty

e Resulting oral
histories link back to
Name Explorer map

STORIES

e Recordings and
photos gathered
also added to
Queens Memory
collection




UVHIAE NewsService  QUEENS MEMORY

h

OUEENS STREET NAME STORIES
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Event Plug!
Queens Street Name Stories: A Name Explorer Listening Party —
An Open House New York Weekend Event

October 20, 2024
12pm - 4pm
34th Ave Open Street
(34th Ave between 93rd and 94th St), Jackson Heights, NY 11372



Queens Name Explorer Edit-a-Thon

Done with Wikimedia NYC, OpenStreetMap US, Urban Archive and the Queens Memory Project, the edit-a-
thon focused on raising awareness of Queens’ diverse and dynamic local heroes

Over 50 people participated in our Open Data Week Edit-a-Thon on Saturday, March 16, 2024. The lab was
buzzing all 5 hours of the event! ¥

As a result, we had 29 new submissions to the Queens Name Explorer. We matched 126 existing Wikidata
items and created 974 new Wikidata items. WOW!



Funding and Sustainability

Initial funding provided by $150,000 grant from the Andrew
W. Mellon Foundation (April 2022 through March 2023)

Terms of grant required QPL and Urban Archive to commit to
maintaining site

Recent round of Mellon funding enabled hiring of three part-
time researcher/writers to complete profiles of existing
entries and an outreach coordinator to develop strategies
that can continue past the one-year grant period

Funding also provides for six public programming events in @;}‘tf'
fall 2024 and spring 2025 ,ﬁ,.:.'f;,‘i”



Future Phases

Ongoing research and
entries!

Demographic analysis

Outreach Campaigns:
Women'’s History Month, etc.

|deally would expand to all
five boroughs through
outside partnerships

WIKIMEDIA

NEW YORK CITY
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https://nameexplorer.urbanarchive.me/

Useful Links and Info:

Queens Memory:

Urban Archive:

Urban Archive Main Map:
Events:

Street Name Stories:
Contact:

Subscribe to the Queens Memory newsletter:

© f


https://queensmemory.org/
https://www.urbanarchive.nyc/
https://www.urbanarchive.org/cities/nyc
https://queensmemory.org/calendar/
https://queensaudio.nycitynewsservice.com/
mailto:QueensMemory@queenslibrary.org
http://queensmemory.org/subscribe-to-qmp-newsletter/
https://www.instagram.com/queensmemory/
https://www.facebook.com/queensmemory
https://twitter.com/QueensMemory
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WHAT IF WE AGGREGATE THE COLLECTIONS INTO ONE CENTRALIZED RESOURCE?



WE CREATE AWARD-WINNING TECHNOLOGY Tt v con gt i i

process, from material intake and back-end contant

OUR PARTNERS ARCHIVE, CURATE, AND EDUCATE. management, to user discovery and in-depth reseasch
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THE TOOLS

Feature wer'va developed on the platform enabie
partriars 10 take control of ther collectons, Curate and
oversee content, effortiessly share images to socls
e, gain saluabla inuights on the wawership of your
collactions, and encourage discovery of history
AW, EVen on the Striet.

Location-based Exploration Social Teols

e

Contend Creation and Curation LinkMYC Integration Analyting



LinkMNYC Kiosk Locations Urban Archive Data
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PLATFORM STATS (PAST 12 MONTHS)

224,028 USErs csuues
420,653,606 mpressions

b Cities 49% male 60% Mobile 35% Age 18-34
123 Organizations 50% female 40% Desktop 37% New Yorkers



